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feats of strength of which I had heard. From my first acquaint-
ance with him to the day of his death, I was his most intimate
friend, and consequently had a better opportunity to know him
than any other person. I will now endeavor to give an idea
of his strength and activity, which to me seemed almost super-
human. He often told me that all persons seemed alike to him.
When I was nineteen or twenty years old, my business kept me
constantly in training, and though I weighed less than one hun-
dred and fifty pounds, my muscles were like iron; notwith-
stafiding he often said it was no more trouble to take me across
his lap than a child one year old, and so it seemed to me. I was
told that on one occasion when he was making the portage with
a heavy boat, one of his oxen gave out, and he took the yoke off,
and carried the end against an ox all the way over. I did not
see this, but I asked him if it was so, and he replied it was.

I once saw him take hold of the staple to a pile driver weigh-
ing 2,650 lbs., and lift it apparently without any exertion, and
swing it back and forth a minute of time. I have several times
seen him get under a ecommon sized horse, put his arms round
the hind legs, his back under the horse’s stomach and lift the
horse clean off the ground. A great many other things I have
seen him do which would tire the reader’s patience were I to re-
late them. It can readily be imagined, however, that scarcely
anything could be impossible to such a man.

He was employed by the American Fur Company up to the
day of his death. For the last four years of his life he had a
bookkeeper, but previous to that time (not being able to read or
write), he gave eredit to hundreds of Indians, relying entirely on
his memory, and their honesty. Those who have been ac-
quainted with the Indian character only since their asso-
ciation with the whites has degraded them, will be amused to hear
of the honesty of the Indians; and I desire to do them the jus-
tice to say, that while they saw no impropriety in stealing from
another and a hostile tribe, I never knew them to steal from a
trader, or to refuse to pay what they owed him, till whisky was
introduced among them by the worst class of whites. The women
were especially honest and virtuous. Their marriage amounted



